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New MPA executive track launches this
spring at Georgia Southern University
October 18, 2022
Georgia Southern University now offers a fully online executive track for the Master of Public
Administration (MPA) program, with the first cohort scheduled for spring 2023.
“For the past 50 years, the Georgia Southern MPA program has been developing public service
leaders – preparing them to manage and lead in government and the nonprofit sector,” said
Department of Public and Nonprofit Studies Chair Trenton Davis, Ph.D. “Our program today is
built for the next 50 years. The new, fully online executive track offers government, nonprofit,
and military personnel a focused, skills-based education that has been designed to accommodate
the demanding schedules of working professionals.”
The executive track is designed for those with relevant experience in the public (civil or military)
sector, nonprofit organizations or closely related positions. Through this new track, concentration
courses have been selected to highlight a variety of skills and ideas spanning public and
nonprofit management.
Courses are delivered in an abbreviated format through Georgia Southern’s online learning
platform. Because of this, the program takes 18 months to complete.
“This program will open the door for many working professionals in the region,” said Georgia
Southern Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs Carl Reiber, Ph.D. “It’s an excellent
opportunity to advance their education while still maintaining their work-life balance.”
The online executive track joins the hybrid track MPA program which is offered through the
College of Behavioral and Social Sciences. The MPA degree does not offer summer admission,
and the executive track only admits students during the spring semester.
Posted in Press Releases

Georgia Southern receives $1.3M federal
TRIO grant, supports first-generation
students in pursuit of doctoral degrees
October 18, 2022

Georgia Southern University has received $1.3 million from the U.S. Department of Education to
continue the Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate Achievement Program through 2027.
The McNair Scholars Program is one of seven federal TRIO programs, targeted to serve and
assist income-eligible students, first-generation college students and individuals with disabilities
to progress through the academic pipeline from middle school to post-baccalaureate programs.
“Our project activities will afford McNair participants the opportunity to conduct cutting-edge
research, introduce them to doctoral-level expectations, work hand-in-hand with faculty mentors,
and help pave the way for an inclusive and richly diverse academic community in the future,”
said Issac Taylor, Ed.S., director of the Ronald E. McNair Program and principal investigator for
the grant.

The program is named after Ronald E. McNair, a physicist
and astronaut who died in the 1986 explosion of the space
shuttle Challenger. The grant will serve 25 first-generation,
underrepresented, income-eligible students annually to
pursue a Ph.D. The program focuses on enhancing
participants’ scholastic and research skills while also
providing mentoring from faculty and staff in preparation for
success in graduate school.
Georgia Southern is one of 189 national grantees and one of
five grantees in the state of Georgia to receive funding.
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